NOTICE AND AGENDA
CITY OF TREASURE ISLAND, FLORIDA
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR WORKSHOP
CITY HALL AUDITORIUM, 120 108TH AVE,
TREASURE ISLAND, FL 33706
DECEMBER 5, 2017
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE COMMISSION MEETING
Welcome to the City of Treasure Island Commission Workshop. If you wish to speak on a topic which is on today’s agenda, a
speaker’s form [available in the rear of the room] must be completed and given to the City Clerk. Please do not address the
Commission from your seat, but rather from the podium where your comments can be heard by all and recorded as required by
Florida law. Unscheduled topics may be presented under the Public Comments section of the agenda.

I.

CITY MANAGER AND CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

II. DISCUSSION
1. Direction on Sale of Canned Beer and Bottled Wine at Treasure Bay Golf and Tennis
2. Extension of the 90-Day Pause for Phase IA Treasure Island Causeway Long-Term Financial
Plan
3. Consideration of Res. 17-137, Request Lighting Variance from FDOT

III. OLD BUSINESS
IV. CITY COMMISSION REPORTS
V. PUBLIC COMMENT
VI. ADJOURN

For any person desiring to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or commission with respect to any matter considered at
such meeting or hearing, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be
based [F.S. 286.0105]. NOTE: Any transcript shall be requested and made by the individual requesting same at his or her own
expense. Therefore, a court reporter may be desired or required accordingly.
Any person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding is entitled to assistance at no
cost. Please contact the Office of the City Clerk in writing at 120 108th Avenue, Treasure Island, FL, 33706 or by phone at (727) 5474575 at least two working days prior to the meeting to advise what assistance is needed.

City of Treasure Island, Florida
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2.1

December 5, 2017

Item No. II. 1.

DATE:

November 27, 2017

TO:

Amy Davis, Interim City Manager

FROM:

Justin Tramble, Assistant Director of Recreation

SUBJECT: Sale of Canned Beer and Bottled Wine at Treasure Bay Golf and Tennis
BACKGROUND
The Recreation Department has been tasked with increasing usage at the City’s Treasure
Bay Golf and Tennis facility. In addition to new programming and planned facility
upgrades, the Recreation Department is looking to add the sale of canned beer and
bottled wine.
POLICY / PURPOSE
The purpose of this proposal is to receive feedback and Commission direction on
the sale of canned beer and bottled wine at the City’s Treasure Bay Golf and Tennis
facility.
STRATEGIC PLAN RELEVANCE
Goal 2, Objective 3: To increase usability and functionality of the City’s recreation facilities
and programs, while reducing the gap between revenues and expenditures.

ANALYSIS / DISCUSSION
Staff believes that the sale of canned beer and bottled wine will help Treasure Bay Golf
and Tennis to be more competitive with our neighboring public and private golf and tennis
facilities. Furthermore, the sale of canned beer and bottled wine will make the facility more
attractive to our residents and visitors, while providing an extra revenue source.
The Recreation Department has started the initial process of obtaining the DBPR ABT6001 New Alcoholic Beverage License through the Division of Alcoholic Beverages and
Tobacco.

Page 1

Packet Pg. 2

Communication: Direction on Sale of Canned Beer and Bottled Wine at Treasure Bay Golf and Tennis (DISCUSSION)

CITY OF TREASURE ISLAND
AGENDA COVER MEMORANDUM

2.1

The Recreation Department has obtained approval from the Department of Revenue
indicating that the City has complied with the Florida Statutes concerning registration for
sales and use tax.
The Recreation Department has also received approval from the Florida Department of
Health, which states that the Treasure Bay Golf and Tennis facility complies with the
requirements of the Florida Sanitary Code. Furthermore, the facility has passed the initial
health inspection of the facility’s beer and wine refrigerator.
Staff will develop a training policy to make sure we are adhering to the proper alcohol
sale procedures prior to serving the canned beer and bottled wine.
Before the Recreation Department formally applies for the license with the Division of
Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco, City Commission direction is requested.

RECOMMENDATIONS
The sale of canned beer and bottled wine will allow Treasure Bay to be more marketable
and provide not only an extra revenue source, but will help build more of an
accommodating facility for our residents and visitors alike. With that said, the Recreation
Department is requesting Commission direction on the sale of canned beer and bottled
wine at the City’s Treasure Bay Golf and Tennis facility.
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The Recreation Department has obtained approval from the City Planner, indicating that
the Treasure Bay Golf and Tennis facility’s location complies with zoning requirements
for the sale of alcoholic beverages.

CITY OF TREASURE ISLAND
AGENDA COVER MEMORANDUM
December 5, 2017

Item No. II. 2.

DATE:

November 15, 2017

TO:

Amy Davis, Interim City Manager

FROM:

Stacy Boyles, Assistant Public Works Director

SUBJECT: Extension of the 90-Day Pause for Phase IA Treasure Island Causeway
Long-Term Financial Plan

BACKGROUND
The Phase IA work authorization with Atkins North America for the development of a longterm financial plan for the Treasure Island Causeway was approved on April 4, 2017. On
August 18, 2017, staff directed the Atkins team to pause the project until the City
Commission had an opportunity to discuss the response received from the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) and provide direction. At the September 5th Commission
Workshop, the City Commission instituted a 90-day project pause for the Atkins team and
on October 3rd, the City approved a proposal from Williams Law Group, P.A. to pursue
clarification from FHWA on the City’s ability to reinstate tolls if the City desired to do so.
POLICY / PURPOSE
The purpose of this item is to gain Commission direction on whether to extend the
90-day project pause for the remaining tasks under the Atkins Phase IA work
authorization for the development of a long-term financial plan for the Causeway.
STRATEGIC PLAN RELEVANCE
Goal 1 of the City’s Strategic Plan is to strengthen the financial stability of the City in an
ever-changing economic environment. The first objective under this goal was to award a
contract for a feasibility study for tolling the Causeway and Causeway bridges. The
engineering services contract was awarded to Atkins North America, Inc. on December
6, 2016.
ANALYSIS / DISCUSSION
The initial 90-day project pause expired on December 4, 2017. While the City awaits
further clarification from the Williams Law Group as to the City’s ability to reinstitute tolls
on the Treasure Island Causeway, staff is recommending an additional 90-day extension
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of the Causeway Long-term Financial Plan project. Looking ahead, it is important to note
that a financial plan will be needed, regardless of whether the City has the ability to toll
the Causeway. However, knowing if the City has the legal authority to toll the Causeway
as a potential revenue source changes the scope of the plan. Therefore, once additional
clarification is received, the City can re-evaluate how to move forward with completing the
financial plan.
FUNDING
Funding was provided in the award of the Phase IA work authorization on April 4, 2017.
No additional funding is requested. As of August 31, 2017, invoices totaling $108,052
have been approved for completion of Phase IA project tasks. The work authorization has
$173,054.88 remaining, plus $14,000 in contingency funds.
RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends extending the project pause for an additional 90 days. During this time,
the City will continue to work towards pursuing further clarification regarding its ability to
reinstitute tolls. After the three month period, it is proposed that the City Commission reevaluate the clarification received by Williams Law Group, P.A. and discuss when and
how to proceed with the remaining tasks in the Atkins work authorization.
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2.3.a

CITY OF TREASURE ISLAND
AGENDA COVER MEMORANDUM
Item No. II. 3.

DATE:

November 27, 2017

TO:

Amy Davis, Interim City Manager

FROM:

Stacy Boyles, Assistant Public Works Director

SUBJECT: Resolution 17-137, Requesting a Lighting Variance from the Florida
Department of Transportation - District 7 for State Road 699 (Gulf
Boulevard)
BACKGROUND
In April 2016, the City decided to convert its streetlights from high pressure sodium
fixtures to light emitting diodes, or LEDs. The City was assured that the new lights would
be “full-cutoff” so that they would not emit light upward towards the sky and that were
additional benefits of converting to the new technology, such as:
• LEDs produce a more uniform lighting pattern, producing a cleaner appearance with
truer color representation. This has shown to reduce crime and to increase economic
development.
• The LEDs produce the same amount of light, but use about 15% less energy than the
existing high pressure sodium fixtures; and
• LEDs require far less maintenance than high pressure sodium bulbs. This means
increased reliability and fewer outages.
The City was informed that several other nearby entities had completed similar retrofit
projects including, but not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pinellas Park
Gulfport
Belleair Bluffs
Belleair Beach
Indian Shores
South Pasadena
Indian Rocks Beach

Indian Shores
Redington Beach
New Port Richey
Pasco County
Clearwater
Largo
Dunedin
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December 5, 2017

2.3.a

To be extra certain, FWC and City staff asked Duke Energy to provide the LED lighting
specifications for review on several occasions, beginning early October 2016. The
specifications were not received until March 2017, which was after Duke Energy began
installing the new LEDs (in January 2017) without providing advance notification to the
City. The City Commission requested that the all of the new fixtures in Sunset Beach be
shielded; however, the City was informed that Duke Energy would require the City to sign
waivers of liability. In addition, FWC has indicated that angling and shielding the LED
streetlights will not likely provide an adequate solution due to the glow emanating from
the fixtures, which would still be visible from the beach and has recommended that the
City convert to amber LEDs (refer to Attachment 2).
As a condition of the City’s beach renourishment permit, two beach lighting evaluations
are completed each year. An evaluation completed by the Clearwater Marine Aquarium
in May 2017 identified Treasure Island streetlights as a primary source of light pollution.
POLICY / PURPOSE
The purpose of this item is to request that District 7 of the Florida Department of
Transportation provide a lighting variance to the City of Treasure Island for the purpose
of retrofitting Gulf Boulevard streetlight fixtures with turtle-friendly amber LEDs.
STRATEGIC PLAN RELEVANCE
Goal 4 of the City’s Strategic Plan is to “Preserve, Protect, and Promote the City’s Beach.
Objective 1 is “to advocate and lobby for the City’s beach to continue to be eligible for
federal, state, and county funding for beach renourishment.” Objective 3 is “to support
residents, business owners, and visitors alike to be good stewards of our environment.”
ANALYSIS / DISCUSSION
To work towards the goal of having turtle-friendly lighting, there are two distinct areas of
focus: one is Gulf Boulevard, a state highway, and the other focus is the streetlights
located on City-owned roadways that can be seen from the beach. Retrofitting City
streetlights with amber LEDs will help to prevent future turtle disorientations, ensure
compliance with City, state, and federal laws, protect Treasure Island’s greatest economic
and natural resource, as well as set a positive example of environmental stewardship. By
being proactive, Treasure Island has the opportunity to be the coastal lighting model
community in District 7.
To change the lighting from white to amber LEDs on Gulf Boulevard, a lighting variance
is needed from District 7 of FDOT, as it is FDOT’s responsibility to ensure safety on its
roadways. To understand the process involved with granting such variance, staff reached
out to FDOT District 4 (Southeast), as they have granted variances authorizing Florida
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Staff had several conversations with representatives from the Clearwater Marine
Aquarium, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) and Duke
Energy regarding the potential impacts to marine turtles. Duke Energy assured the City
that they are fully compliant with coastal lighting regulations. In addition to being fullcutoffs, Duke Energy indicated the new LEDs could easily be re-angled or shielded if
needed.

2.3.a

Staff believes that District 4 has done a good portion of the legwork; however, District 7
will still have to coordinate internally, perform necessary evaluations, and develop its own
lighting variance. Representatives from District 7 indicated safety is a primary mission of
FDOT, with sufficient lighting being an important safety enhancing method. As such, it
was suggested that the City send a formal letter of support from the Treasure Island City
Commission stating the City’s desire to retrofit the lighting in effort to expedite District 7’s
action.
If Resolution 17-137 is passed, it is staff’s intent to share the attached letter and resolution
with other Pinellas County coastal communities encouraging them to pass similar
resolutions. The letter and resolution will also be sent to FWC with a request for a
companion letter from their agency.
FUNDING
No funding is needed for the approval of Resolution 17-137 requesting a Lighting
Variance from FDOT – District 7 for Gulf Blvd.
Duke Energy provided pricing as of November 29th of $30,000 for a one-time retrofit to
change-out the white LEDs to amber LEDs and an additional $3,000 recurring monthly
rental cost. The pricing provided is to change out ALL non-DOT streetlights (all City streetlights that are not on Gulf Blvd). To satisfy turtle lighting requirements, all neighborhoods
would not need to be amber.
Staff can work towards identifying the areas that need the change-out to amber lighting
to satisfy turtle lighting requirements and provide an associated cost for this scenario.
RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended that the City Commission approve Resolution 17-137 requesting that
District 7 of the Florida Department of Transportation grant a lighting variance for State
Road 699 – Gulf Boulevard.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 – Resolution 17-137
Attachment 2 – May 2017 e-mail from FWC to the City
Attachment 3 – Letter from FWC to FDOT District 4, Lighting Variance for District 4
Attachment 4 – Draft Letter from Mayor to David Gwynn, District 7 Secretary,
FDOT
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Power and Light (FPL) to shut-off A1A streetlights during turtle nesting season. District 4
representatives explained that the variance was granted to ensure compliance with state
and federal law after the district received a letter from FWC in 2006 warning that “civil
fines and criminal charges have been made successfully against other entities that
refused to control their lights. Before granting this variance (Attachment 3), District 4
coordinated with their legal department, traffic operations, and engineers to develop a
roadway lighting guide and perform safety evaluations.

2.3.a

RESOLUTION NO. 17-137

WHEREAS, the City of Treasure Island desired to work towards providing
improved turtle-friendly lighting along State Road 699 (Gulf Boulevard) to minimize the
impact to nesting and hatchling marine turtles; and
WHEREAS, a lighting survey completed by the Clearwater Marine Aquarium in
May of 2017 identified streetlighting as a primary concern.
WHEREAS, the City would like to retrofit Gulf Boulevard streetlights with turtlefriendly amber LEDs, as suggested to the City by the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission; and
WHEREAS, the City of Treasure Island desires to set a positive example for
other District 7 coastal communities; and
WHEREAS, the City of Treasure Island Commission, after due consideration,
has determined that requesting a lighting variance from the Florida Department of
Transportation – District 7 for State Road 699 is in the best interest of the City of
Treasure Island.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF TREASURE
ISLAND DOES RESOLVE THAT:

Section 1. The City Commission authorizes the request of a lighting variance
from the Florida Department of Transportation – District 7 for State Road 699.
Section 2. This Resolution is effective immediately upon adoption.
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A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE
CITY OF TREASURE ISLAND, FLORIDA REQUESTING A
LIGHTING
VARIANCE
FROM
THE
FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION – DISTRICT 7
FOR STATE ROAD 699 (GULF BOULEVARD); AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

2.3.a

The foregoing Resolution was offered during Regular Session of the City
Commission of the City of Treasure Island, Florida, sitting on the 19th day of December,
2017 by Commissioner _______ who moved its adoption; was seconded by
Commissioner _______ and upon roll call, the vote was:

YEAS:
ABSENT OR ABSTAINING:

__________________________
Robert Minning, Mayor
ATTEST:

Tiffany Makras, City Clerk
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NAYS:

2.3.a

ATTACHMENT 2

Boyles, Stacy

FW: Treasure Island Street Light Recommendations
Autobahn ATB2 Wildlife LED.PDF; Synergy STL Amber.pdf

From: Long, Tonya [mailto:Tonya.Long@MyFWC.com]
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2017 1:16 PM
To: Davis, Darren G <Darren.Davis@duke‐energy.com>; Boyles, Stacy <stacy.boyles@mytreasureisland.org>; Laura
Wright <lwright@cmaquarium.org>
Cc: Bray, Robert <rbray@mytreasureisland.org>; Steorts, Ian <Ian.Steorts@duke‐energy.com>; Lauritsen, AnnMarie
<annmarie_lauritsen@fws.gov>; Trindell, Robbin <robbin.trindell@MyFWC.com>
Subject: Treasure Island Street Light Recommendations
Good afternoon,
Thank you all again for meeting in Treasure Island last week for a field review of the newly installed street lights. As we
discussed on site, the issue with the fixtures is twofold: 1) even though the fixtures are full cutoff, they are mounted
high enough that the light source is directly visible, and 2) the 4000K LEDs cast a considerable amount of white glow on
the surrounding vegetation and structures. Because of these factors, simply adding shielding or tilting the fixture heads
is not likely to provide an adequate solution. There are also locations where the fixtures on the perpendicular side
streets are visible.
CMA has completed their lighting survey in Treasure Island and as in previous years, street lights are visible from the
majority of locations on the beach. Therefore, to minimize impacts to nesting and hatchling marine turtles, FWC
recommends that all street lights along Gulf Blvd and the perpendicular side streets be fitted with a long wavelength
(e.g. amber LED) light source and beachside shields. Two long wavelength, high intensity fixture options have been
certified through the Wildlife Lighting Certification program and are attached for reference as possible options;
however, other options that meet the same or similar specifications could be considered.
We understand that any changes to these fixtures will need to be considered by multiple agencies and we are happy to
provide any necessary comments or recommendations during that process. I look forward to continuing to coordinate
on a solution and please feel free to contact me with any questions.
Thank you,
Tonya
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
Tonya Long
Fish & Wildlife Biologist III
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission
Imperiled Species Management
19100 SE Federal Hwy
Tequesta, FL 33469
Phone: 561‐882‐5975
Fax: 561‐743‐6228
Tonya.Long@MyFWC.com
Wildlife Alert Hotline: 1‐888‐404‐3922 (FWCC)
www.myfwc.com/seaturtle
1
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Subject:
Attachments:

Attachment: II.3, Res 17-137 (Res. 17-137 : Res 17-137, Request Lighting Variance from FDOT)
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ATTACHMENT 3
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,

Date: November 21, 2006

Subject: Design Variation
Financial Project ID: 230074-1-22-74
County Section Number: 86030-000, 86180-000 & 86050-000
State Road Number: A1A
Federal Aid Number: N/A
Project Description: SR-A1A from Miami-Dade/Broward County Line to Broward/Palm Beach County Line
Begin Project MP:
0.0 End Project MP:
16.327
New Construction
RRR
, Maintenance
Plans Phase: PD&E
I √
II
III
IV
Federal Oversight: Yes
No √
A design variation is requested for the following element(s):
( ) Lane Widths
( ) Shoulder Widths
( ) Design Speed (4)
( ) Structural Capacity
( ) Vertical Clearance
( ) Grades
( ) Superelevation
( ) Horizontal Alignment ( ) Vertical Alignment
( ) Horizontal Clearance (X) Other (Lighting)

( ) Bridge Widths
( ) Cross Slope
( ) Stopping Sight Distance

PROJECT OVERVIEW
SR-A1A within Broward County runs close to sea turtle nesting beaches. Roadway lights and other
sources of light in the areas adjacent to the beaches have been impacting the sea turtle population by
discouraging female turtles from nesting on these beaches and more importantly causing
disorientation for the hatchlings. Being an endangered/threatened species existing Federal and State
laws require protection for sea turtles. The intent of this project is to minimize the harmful effect of
FDOT roadway lights close to the nesting beaches by replacing existing luminaires with more turtle
friendly luminaires within Broward County.
DESIGN VARIATION
Description:
a. SR A1A over its total length of 24.701 miles within Broward County has several different
typical sections ranging from 2-lane 2-way sections to 3-lane and 5-lane sections with two
way left turn lanes to 4-lane and 6-lane divided sections. Section from NE 18TH Street to
Sunrise Blvd has parking lanes on both sides of the road. Most, but not all, are curb & gutter
sections with sidewalks on both sides. Speed limit varies from 30 mph to 40 mph. The entire
corridor is heavily populated and experiences significant to heavy pedestrian traffic.
b. Most of SR A1A within Broward County has roadway lighting in place with the exception of
the section to the north from SE 10TH Street to Hillsboro Inlet Bridge which currently has no
roadway lighting. The existing lighting system along the corridor consists of standard
Cobrahead type luminaires and varying type of decorative lights. Most but not all of these
lighting systems comply with the FDOT lighting criteria (PPM: Section 2.15). As a result of
the recommended replacement of existing luminaires with relatively low intensity turtle
friendly luminaires/turning off existing lights during sea turtle nesting and hatching season
under this project, many sections of SR A1A will no longer be compliant with the FDOT
Lighting Design Criteria. Since lighting is not one of the critical design elements, not
meeting the FDOT lighting design criteria qualifies as a Design Variation.
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To:(1) Howard Webb, P.E., District Design Engineer

2.3.a

Operational Impact:

b. Most of the impacted sections where replacement of existing luminaires with turtle friendly
luminaires will result in the roadway lights not complying with FDOT Lighting Design
Criteria have other sources (residential, commercial) of light within the corridor. These
lights, though nor measured or analyzed, do contribute to the overall levels of illumination
on the road. The intent of the Lighting Design Criteria is to ensure safe and comfortable
vehicular and pedestrian operations within the corridor. Although the proposed retrofitting of
luminaires will change the intensity and uniformity of illumination levels within the roadway
corridor no operational problems that could be attributed to the roadway lighting are
expected. Therefore, permitting this section of roadway to remain non-compliant with
FDOT Lighting Design Criteria will not have any effect on vehicular or pedestrian capacity
or safety for this road.
c. Since the proposed retrofitting will not affect any existing property boundaries or roadway
width, and since the residences and businesses situated along the corridor have their own
source of lights, no negative impact on local businesses or the community is anticipated
Safety Impact:
a. Data from FDOT Crash Analysis Reporting System (CAR) for 2001 to 2005 were analyzed
and the results are summarized below:
Total Crashes

2001
2002
2003
2004
2005

Crashes
529
576
491
522
436

Injured
412
445
408
417
324

Killed
3
5
8
7
4

Total Night Time
Crashes
Crashes
169
179
150
173
135

Injured
122
119
123
119
122

Killed
2
0
3
7
3

Alcohol Related Night
Time Crashes
Crashes
32
12
36
34
20

Injured
33
9
41
27
14

Killed
0
0
2
3
2

The data analysis reveals that night time crashes account for less than 1/3rd of the total
crashes and injuries. The ratio of night time fatalities to total fatalities is generally higher,
except for 2002 when no night time fatalities were reported. However, alcohol related
fatalities account for close to or more than 50 percent of night time fatalities in 2003, 2004
and 2005. The highest crash rate for SR A1A at 3.13 per Million Vehicle Miles Traveled
(MVMT) was recorded in 2002. Since then, with the exception of 2004, the crash rate has
been falling consistently with the lowest recorded at 2.23 MVMT in 2005.
b. Analysis of crash data for sections of SR A1A in the northern part of Broward County that
currently have no roadway lighting does not indicate serious night time safety problems.
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a. Some sections of SR A1A within Broward County currently have no lighting. Yet others, in
Palm Beach County, have a lighting calendar in effect that requires all street lights to be
turned off during turtle nesting & hatching season. No nighttime operational problems
attributable to lack of lighting have been reported from these sections.

2.3.a

Benefit/Cost Analysis:
Since no safety or operational problem that can be attributed to low intensity roadway lights are
anticipated therefore, the development of a Benefit/Cost Analysis Table is not warranted.
Option 1. Replacement - This Option if selected will require replacement of the existing
lighting system for a substantial part of SR A1A within Broward County to eliminate
harmful impact on the sea turtle population. It will involve replacement of existing
pole mounted lighting with low level and reduced intensity lights. The estimated cost
for this option is $19 million
Option 2. Retrofitting – This option involves replacement of the most problematic lights only
with turtle friendly luminaires. Light poles and all other elements of the existing
lighting system will remain in place. The estimated cost for this option is $ 677,101
Option 3. Do Nothing - Retain existing conditions. While this option will have no construction
cost it may potentially put FDOT in violation of several Federal and State laws aimed
at protecting the endangered/threatened Sea Turtle population. Alternatively, the
offending lights may be turned off during the sea turtle nesting and hatching season
(March 1 thru Oct 31).
Recommendation:
Option 2 is recommended since it addresses the objective of minimizing existing lighting impact on
sea turtle population at a minimum cost without causing any significant safety or operational
problem attributable to roadway lighting. Therefore, based on the above discussions we
recommend granting this Design Variation as recommended by Option 2.

Recommended by:
Responsible Professional Engineer
Nisar M. Khan, P.E. No.: 61004
Date: 11/21/06
Erdman Anthony of Florida, Inc.
Approved by:

Date:

/

/

.

District Design Engineer
Howard Webb, P.E.
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There are three options available:

2.3.a

David Gwynn
District Seven Secretary
Florida Department of Transportation
11201 N. Malcolm McKinley Drive
Tampa, Florida 33612-6403
December 19th, 2017
RE: Request for a Lighting Variance for State Road 699
Dear Mr. Gwynn,
The City of Treasure Island has seen an increase in the number of marine
turtle disorientations since the installation of white LED streetlights along State
Road 699 (Gulf Boulevard). A lighting survey completed by the Clearwater
Marine Aquarium in May of this year identified street-lighting as a primary
concern.
To comply with Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation streetlight
recommendations (attached), the City is interested in retrofitting existing Gulf
Boulevard streetlights with turtle-friendly amber LEDs. It is the City’s
understanding that a variance is needed from District 7 to permit the use of
amber lighting along the state highway. The City has reached out to staff at
FDOT District 4 to gain an understanding of the process of obtaining a variance
and has attached one such variance for your review. District 4 has developed a
comprehensive lighting design guide for coastal roadways adjacent to sea turtle
nesting beaches that will hopefully entail some of the legwork that would be
needed for District 7 to grant such a variance to the City of Treasure Island.
It is the City’s desire to retrofit its lighting and set a positive example for
other District 7 coastal communities. The City appreciates your help and offers its
assistance in developing a variance for Gulf Boulevard. Please feel free to
contact the City’s Assistant Public Works Director, Stacy Boyles, with any
questions at stacy.boyles@mytreasureisland.org or 727-547-4575 ext. 251.
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ATTACHMENT 4

2.3.a

Sincerely,

cc:

Amy Davis, Interim City Manager
Stacy Boyles, PE

Attachments: Resolution 17-137, Requesting a Lighting Variance from the Florida
Department of Transportation - District 7 for State Road 699 (Gulf
Boulevard)
May 2017 Email to the City of Treasure Island from FWC
District 4 Design Variance
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Robert Minning,
Mayor City of Treasure Island, Florida

